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looked forward to his visit at Colombella, It was the most beautiful
season in Rome, flowers wen1, in blossom and the air was sweet
with their perfume, but the parting was easy with such a delightful
prospect in view. Ho arrived at Colombella on 4th May. The
house was situated on a hill and surrounded by mountainous
country. The view was beautiful. There was no village near and
the simple country house stood alone. Ludwig made it a con-
dition that his hosts should continue to live their ordinary life
just as if he were not there. lie described it all in his letters home,
but said not a word concerning Mariannina. 'Iff do not write
to you so often from here as 1 did in the town/ he explained to
his wife, 'do not take it amiss. There is not much to write about
in this simple country life and Therese knows that her Ludwig
loves her/1

The presence of their royal guest and the homage he paid

her completely turned the Marchesa's head.   She was, however,

suffering from a malady and Ludwig at once determined that

Ringseis, who was amazed at tho 'true Italian frankness'2 with

which her illness was discussed, should remain behind in his

capacity as doctor, whilst Ludwig, after a short visit, returned

home.   Letters full of protestations of love from the Marchesa

followed him.  In every other sentence she declared, 'I feel that

I love you inexpressibly/3   Ringseis endeavoured to restore her

to health, but it was essential for her to take a cure at some spa.

Ludwig made this possible from the financial aspect and received

a letter of thanks and love.   'I will always read your writing

with joy and kiss it/ The Crown Prince persuaded the Marchesa

to learn German and introduced her to German literature. At times,

however, he grew anxious as to her husband's attitude.   But

Mariannina soothed his fears:  'Kttore has not the slightest idea

that we correspond regularly.   He believes that you write to me

occasionally, but he is not interested. He thinks that I love you,

but not with that fervour which is really the case and which makes

me so happy/4

There were some things, however, which jarred upon Ludwig.
In spite of all her protestations of love, Mariannina asked too
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